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Democracy is a system of governance based on our formal 
ability of collecƟve choice making. EssenƟals are faculƟes of 
collecƟve sensemaking, meaning idenƟficaƟon, common 
abiliƟes to exchange views and ideas. Democracy relies on 
our awareness of what's going on, what’s important, and 
how we find the best ways to progress forward. All of it is to 
be framed and supported by laws, educaƟon to prepare us 
for it, and the press to inform about it.

All depends on being ready for it. The evoluƟon of cogniƟon All depends on being ready for it. The evoluƟon of cogniƟon 
was long in small tribal groups or ecological niches. Then, 
many generaƟons of economic servitude. Democracy, a few 
generaƟons old, sƟll blends servitude-based relaƟonships 
with access to massive educaƟon and informaƟon systems. 
While capable of processing it, we are burdened with 
validaƟng democracy's merit and credibility. 

I have chosen the role of a chronicler, following a tradiƟon I have chosen the role of a chronicler, following a tradiƟon 
of photographers' generaƟons documenƟng realiƟes of their 
lives. To gather evidence of the original fabric of the city, its 
past evoluƟon, and mounƟng troubles. One mighty source 
of iron, cars, farm machinery, appliances, texƟles, and the 
labour and social movements, the city evidently had been 
struggling for decades to find a new idenƟty. A case study 
for anthropologists, sociologists, and city planners. A city 
like many others on the conƟnent, inhabited by passive 
expectaƟons and a self-absorbed populaƟon.

Life without "progress" has consequences. Good and bad, 
and that depends how we define the means and terms of our 
progress. Advancing goals set by selecƟve individuals, 
organizaƟons, corporaƟons or naƟons happens all the Ɵme. 
The outcome could be both posiƟve and negaƟve for 
individuals or the rest of us. What interested me is how our 
society can progress to benefit us all while minimizing the 
risk of the consequences.

Once I lived in a typical European city that grew over 
centuries, built with materials to endure, and layouts to 
preserve social structures. TradiƟons and cultures were 
ingrained in stones, city halls to endure a millennium rather 
than being built and demolished within a human lifespan. 
However, with no prospect of progress in the poliƟcal system.

Living in the town of Dundas, engulfed by Hamilton city, Living in the town of Dundas, engulfed by Hamilton city, 
I had my interest then in city "progress". Built by the capital I had my interest then in city "progress". Built by the capital 
flowing from what was once the colonial and industrial 
empire, by people escaping turmoil in many European 
countries, and on the land conquered by the same empire. 
New "land of opportunity" that before was a prisƟne nature 
paradise in the corner of Lake Ontario. What happened since 
then could be symptomaƟc of many locaƟons on this 
conƟnent. The trajectories of processes and their outcomes.
The mulƟtude of them unfolded now, finding us not well 
prepared to face them or to deal with incoming penalƟes.
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EvaluaƟng changes in human social structure inevitably must consider human populaƟon 
growth and resource consumpƟon. From a few million since the ice age, the populaƟon 
reached about 200 million at the start of our calendar, one billion coming into the 
Industrial RevoluƟon, 2.3 billion at the end WWII, and over eight billion now. Using our 
planet’s resources twice faster, the populaƟon grows. We sƟll use GDP to measure 
“progress”, concealing growing liabiliƟes and redefining the means of our advancement.

None of the above crosses daily our minds. 

The rapid industrial growth at the beginning of the last century doubled fast the city's The rapid industrial growth at the beginning of the last century doubled fast the city's 
populaƟon. Immigrants from various countries formed own communiƟes, establishing 
places of worship, community centres, and bars. They further expanded their social 
integraƟon by idenƟfying common interests and forming unions and social organizaƟons. 
Today, only traces and remnants of these communiƟes and their forms of organizaƟon 
remain, along their common interests, opinions, affiliaƟons, or cultural heritage.








